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Volume  of  4-H  C^ub  Work  1914-34 


Five  and  one  half  million  boys  and  girls  have  been  members  of  4-H 
clubs  since  the  passage  of  the  Smith-Lever  Act  in  1914  (fig.  l) .  The  en- 
rollment the  first  year,  including  any  renewals  from  club  work  organized 
previously,  was  116,252.  The  slightly  smcdler  numbe..*  of  initial  enrollments 
for  the  two  succeeding  years  was  followed  by  the  greatly  increased  enrollment 
during  the  vjar  years.  After  the  inflaxion  of  that  time  a  steady  growth  from 
year  to  year  was  maintained  through  1931,  when  the  number  of  first-year  en- 
rollments reached  412,314.  A  decrease  is  seen  in  the  3  following  years, 
although  1934  shows  a  slight  turn  upward.   The  total  number  of  boys  and  girls 
enrolled  each  year,  including  renevrals  from  previous  years,  is  given  in  figure 
2.  The  stimulus  to  club  membership  during  the  years  1917-19  due  to  the  war- 
production  program  is  even  more  clearly  reflected  in  total  enrollment  than  in 
initial  enrollment.   This  shows  an  increased  proportion  of  renewals  in  member- 
ship also  at  that  time.   The  total  number  of  boys  and  girls  enrolled  at  the 
peak  in  1932  (925,612)  was  nearly  8  times  as  great  as  the  number  enrolled  in 
1914.  Time  devoted  to  the  agricultural-adjustment  program  by  extension  agents 
is  thought  to  be  largely  responsible  for  the  reduction  in  membership  in  1933 
and  1954. 

DISTRIBUTION:  A  copy  of  this  circular  has  been  sent  to  each  State  extension 
director.  State  club  leader,  agricultural-college  library,  and  experiment- 
station  library, 
*This  circular  is,  a  revision  of  circular  183,  which  it  supersedes. 
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figure  1. — Total  num"ber  of.  "boys  and  ^il-ls';  ever  •  enrolled  in  4-H  clu"b,  work, 

1914-34 


Year 


1914 

1915 

1916 
1917 

1918. 
1919 
1920, 
1921 
1922 
192o 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 


Initial 
enroll- 
nents* 


116,262 

85,207 

39,498 
177,728 

273,,  347 
170,575 
117,186 
144,342 
,161,22a 
.242,180 
269,233 
298,084 
309,221 
026 ,  923 


liJinber  of  initial  enrollments  to  date 
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1928  -550.255 
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1930 
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1,17,'^145. 
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3131,269 
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(Total  yearly  enrollment 
*]\T"ainlDer   of   Initial   enrollments,    1914-29   =    (        of  "boys   and  g;irls 


) 


(1.89559  (aA^erage  years  in  work)) 

Initial  enrollments  1930-34  were  reported  ty  county  extension  agents.   The 
n"umber  of -years  in  clvJo   v/ork  was  not  reported  for  total  mem.'bersnip  in  all 
cases.   Jigu.res  shown  have  "been  prorated  on  the  hasis  of  total  enrollment. 
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rigure  2. — Yearly  enrollment  of  "boys  and  j^irls  in  4-H  clu"b  work  1914-34- 

including  l3oth  renewals  and  initial  enrollments 


1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 

1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
19.30 
1931 
1932 

1933 
1934 


305 , 622 

459,074 
510,355 
565,046 


;S:'4:S::!JS?:::;^:S-:':?-'!^:S^^ 


619,712 
663,940 
756,096 
822,714 

890,374 
925,612 

921,965 

916,062 
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^  *Project  enrollment  only  was  reiiorted  ty  coimty  extension  a^'ents  for  1914' 
22.   The  ratio  of  projects  started  to  n-umlDer  of  "boys  and  girls  enrolled 
1923-31  is  1.9663439.   The  nioinber  of  boys  and  girls  enrolled  1914-22  is 
computed  on  "basis  of:   (Pro,1ect  enrollment  years  1914-22) 

1.9663439 
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Since  1923  field  studies  have  been  made  to  determine  the  effectiveness 
of  the  extension  system.   In  this  connection  a  large  volume  of  data  pertaining 
to  4-H  cluh  v/ork  has  been  obtained.   Certain  of  these  data,  collected  between 
1923  and  1931,  which  concern  enrollment  and  continuation  in  club  work  are  con- 
sidered in  this" circular.   Statistics  from  the  annual. reports  of  county  exten- 
sion agents  are  also  incorporated.  . 

Age  of  4-E  Club  Members;  Percentage  in  Different  Age  Groups 

Fifteen  percent  each  of  the  823  boys  and  854  girls  ^enrolled  in  4-H  clubs 
in  the  areas  where  the  field  studies  were  made  v/ere  .  12, years  of  age.  This  was 
the  highest  enrollment  at  any  age  for.  both  boys  and  girls/  although  the  propor- 
tion of  members  at  the  ages  of  13  and  14  v.^as  near ly..-as  high-  .in  both  cases  (fig. 
3),  Forty-three  percent  of  all  boys  :enro lied  and- 44  per'ceht  of  all  girls  en- 
rolled were  from  12  to  14  years  of  age,  Nearly^.-o.ne-fifth  .of  the  boys  and  over 
one-fifth  of  the  girls  were  less  than  12  years  old.  Over'  one-fifth  each  of  the 
boys  and  girls  were  at  the  ages  of  .15  and- 16. ..  .Seventeen  percent  of  the  boys  and 
13  percent  of  the  girls  vfere  over  16  'years 'of  age.   The  number  of  boys  and  girls 
in  the  different  age  groups  was  practically  the  sam^,  except  that  a  slightly 
higher  percentage  of  girls  were  in  the  younger  age  groups  than  vjas  true  of  the 
boys. 

Each  year  since  1930  the  county  extension  agents,  have  reported  the  age 
of  the  club  members  enrolled.  A  comparison  of  these  figures  with  those  obtained 
in  the  extension  studies  shows  pract icallj^'  the  same  -distribution  in  the  various 
age  groups  (table  1).   However,  a  slightly  higher  proportion  of  the  club  members 
enrolled  from  1930  to  1934  were  in:- thf  ■■.lower  age  groups  than  was  true  of  the  re- 
presentative groups  froFi  which  information  was  obtained  in  the  field  studies 
over  a  period  of  years  from  1923  to.  19'31,  Thig.  .seems  to  indicate  a  tendency 
toward  club  members  of  a  younger  age  although  the  actual  difference  in  average 
age  for  the  groups  considered  is  not  great.  .Bot'h  sources  of  information  show 
the  average  age  of  both  boy  and  girl  club  members  to  be  between  13  and  14  years. 
The  close  comparison  of  these  data,  from  the  two  sources  seems  to  indicate  that 
the  relatively  small  sample  of  information  considered  in  the  field  studies  is 
large  enough  to  present  "the;  situation  as  accurately  as  is  the  vastly  greater 
number  of  instances  reported  by  the  county  extension  agents. 

-  Percentage  of  Boys  and  Girls  in  the  Various  Club  Age  Groups 
ViJho  Have  Been  Enrolled  in '4-H  Club  Work 

Out  of-  nearly ■•8, 000  boys  and  girls  on  the  farms  visited  who  were  between 
the  ages  of  10  and  20  at  the  time  the  extension  field  studies  were  made,  one- 
fourth  either  were  enrolled  in  4-H  clubs  at  that  tim.e  or  had  b.een  enrolled  at 
an  earlier  age  (f ig. .4) .  Twelve .percent  were  club  members  at  the  time  of  in- 
terview. A  higher  percentage  of  the  boys  and  girls  who  were  at  the  age  of  14 
had  been  reached  at  some  time  by  club  xvork  than  of  those  at  any  other  age.   The 
high  point  for  those  enrolled  at  the  time  of  the  interview  was  also  held  by     i 
those  at  the  age  of  14.  With  the  exception  of  the  boys  and  girls  at  the  age  of  ' 
10,  of  vjhich  number  only  11  percent  had  been  enrolled  in  club  work,  not  less 
than  18  percent  in  any  age  group  had  been  in  club  work  at  some  time.   Six  out 
of  the  11  age  groups,  12  to  17  inclusive,  each  totaled  more  than  25  percent  of 
their  number  in  club  work. 

Note:   Throughout  this  report  the  age  at.  the  last  birthday  was  used. 
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Age  at  iniich   Boys  and  Girls  Enter  4-H  Club  Work 

More  girls  entered  club  work  at  the  age  of  11  than  at  any  other  time 
(fig*  5).   The  highest  enrollment  for  the  boys  occurred  at  the  ages  of  12,  13, 
and  14;  the  percentages  were  practically  the  .same. for  each  of  the  3  years.  '  Each 
succeeding  year  after  11  shows  a  decline  in  enrollment  of  girls  and  each  suc- 
ceeding year  after  14  shows  a  corresponding  decline  in  enrollment  of  boys.  About 
40'  percent  each  of  the  1,715  boys  and  1,619  girls  considered  in  this  group  en- 
tered club  work  during  the  3-year  period  from  12  to  14.  Thirty-seven  percent 
of  the  girls  and  32  percent  of  the  boys  entered  before  12  years  of  age  and  23 
percent  of  the  girls  and  28  percent  of  the  boys  entered  after  14  years  of  age. 
The  average  entrance  age  was  12.7  for  the  girls  and  13.0  for  the  boys.  The 
number  of  boys  and  girls  v;ho  were  i.u  club  vrork  at  the  time  the  studies  were  made 
was  about  equal  to  the  number  who  had  been  in  club  work  previous  to  that  time. 

The  average  entrance  age  for  boys  and  girls  in  each  age  group  who  v/ere 
in  club  work  when  the  studies  were  made  is  given  in  table  2,  The  rise  in 
average  entrance  age  for  both  boys  and  girls  is  consistent  with  the  rise  in  age. 
The  irregularities  which  appear  at  the  ages  of  19,  20,  and  over  20,  are  probably 
due  to  the  relatively  small  number  of  mem.bers  considered  in  these  groups.   En- 
trance ages  of  members  under  10  years  of  age  ranged  from  5  to  9  for  the  boys. and 
from  7  to  9  for  the  girls.   The  average  was  8  in  both  cases.  Entrance  ages  for 
members  over  20  ranged  from  13  to  25  for  the  boys,  and  from  17  to  20  for  the- 
girls.   The  average  Vi^as  18  in  both  cases.   For  the  total  boys  enrolled  the 
average  entrance  age  was  12.5  years,  and  for  the  girls  12.4  years.   The  detailed 
statement  of  the  distribution  of  entrance  ages  for  members  in  each  age  group 
shows  that  the  high  mark  of  entrance  follows  rather  closely  in  each  case'  the  age 
of  the  members  considered.  Practically  all  of  the  club  mem.bers  in  the  older  age 
groups  entered  at  an  older  age  and  did  not  continue  the  membership  from,  a  younger 
age.   The  percentage  of  boys  and  girls  in  this  group  who  entered  club  work  at  the  i 
different  ages  is  given  b\r  areas  in  table  3.  The  average  entrance  ages  for  both 
boys  and  girls  range  from.  11  to  14  years  in  the  various  areas  with  12.4  the 
average  for  all  areas  for  both  boys  and  girls.  The  average  entrance  age  of  boys 
and  girls  was  the  lowest  in  the  eastern  section  and  the  highest  in  the  southern 
section  of  the  United  States,  the  averages  being  11.5  and  13.4,  respectively. 
The  average  entrance  age  for  the  western  section  was  11.8  years  and  for  the 
central  section  12.7  years.   Onlj--  one  area  in  the  western  section  is  included  in 
this  comparison,  however. 

A  comparison  of  the  average  entrance  age  of  boys  and  girls  who  were  in 
club  work  when  the  studies  were  -made  v/ith  the  average  entrance  age  of  those  , 
whose  membership  had  been  discontinued  at  that  time,  shows  that  the  boys  in  the 
former-member  group  were  0.9  of  a  year  older  and  that  the  girls  were  0.6  of  a 
year  older  on  the  average  when  they  entered  club  work  than  those  who  were  en- 
rolled at  the  time  of  the  interviev/  (tables  2  and  4)  .   This  may  be  further  indi- 
cation of  a  trend  toward  club  members  of  a  younger  age  suggested  in  table  1. 
A  comparison  of  the  average  entrance  ages  of  club  members  in  the  two  groups  by 
individual  areas  and  by  sections  of  the  country  also  shows  this  trend  to  be  true 
(tables  3  and  5).  The  average  entrance  ages  of  former  members  by  sections  of 
the  country  were:  East,  12.7;  West,  13.0;  Central,  13.5;  and  South,  14.1.   Only 
one  area  in  the  ^vestern  section  is  included  in  this  comparison.   The  sections 
hold  the  same  relative  position  as  to  entrance  age  in  both  groups.  M\ 
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Relationship  of  Entrance  Age 
to  Years  of  Membership  in  4-H  Club  Work 

Former  4-H  club  members  who  were  enrolled  at  the  earlier  ages  remained 
in  the  work  longer  than  did  those  who  were  enrolled  at  the  later  ages  (table 
4)  .   The  terFi  of  membership  for  the  boys  declined  steadily  as  the  age  of  en- 
trance advanced  ,   The  same  general  trend  is  seen  for  the  girls  although  the 
decline  is  somewhat  irregular.  The  nine  boys  and  girls  who  were  enrolled  after 
the  age  of.  20  xvere  exceptional  cases,  and  the  number  is  too  small  to  be  indica- 
tive.  The  boys  who  entered  at  16  or  under  remained  for  an  average  of  1.9  years; 
those  who  entered  at  17  or  over  remained  for  1.5  years.   The  girls  who  entered 
at  16  or  under  remained  for  an  average  of  2.0  years;  those  who  entered  at  17 
or  over  remained  for  1.7  yesx's.  The  average  length  of  membership  was  1.9.  years 
for  both  the  boys  and  girls.   A  detailed  statement  of  the  percentage  of  boys 
and  girls  who  remained  in  the  work  for  the  various  year  periods  is  given  by  en- 
trance ages  also  in  table  4.  .  .  ■ 

Up  to  the  age  of  14  the  rate  of  enrollments  for  the  boys  exceeded  the 
rate  of  withdrawals.   After  that  age  the  reverse  was  true  in  about  the  same 
proportion.   The  high  point  of  withdrawals  occurred  at  the  ages  of  15  and  16, 
with  the  high  point  of  entrance  at  14.   For  the  girls  the  rate  of  enrollments 
exceeded  the  rate  of  withdrawals  up  to  the  age  of  13.   This  turning  point  came 
about  a  year  earlier  for  the  girls  than  it  did  for  the  boys;  however,  the  rate  . 
o-f"  decline  in  enrollments  for  the  3-year  period  following  the  peak  was  not  as 
great  as  was  true  for  the  boys. 

Length  of  4-H  Club  Membership 

Slightly  more  than  one-half  of  the  1,657  former  club  members  were  en- 
rolled for  1  year  only  (fig.  6) .  About  one-fourth  of  the  total  remained  for 
2  years.  The  percentages  are  slightly  higher  for  the  boys  than  for  the  girls 
in  the  1-year  and  2-year  groups.   Ten  percent  of  the  boys  and  15  percent  of 
the  girls  v;ere  enrolled  for  3  years.   Less  than  10  percent  of  either  the  boys 
or  girls  remained  in  club  work  longer  than  3  years.   The  average  length  of  m.em- 
berships  in  the  four  sections  of  the  country  varied  from  1.4  years  in  the  westerni 
section  to  2.0  years  in  the  eastern  section.   The -.averages  in  years  for  the 
southern  and  central  sections  were  found  to  be  1.8  and  1.9,  respectively.   Only 
one  area  in  the  western  section  is  included  in  this  comparison,  however  (table 
5). 

Beginning  with  1930,  and  each  year  since,  county  extension  agents  have 
reported  the  length  ctc3  date  of  monberships  of  boys  and  girls  enrolled  in  club 
work  (table  5) .   Comparison  of  these  figures  reported  by  county  extension  agents 
for  memberships  not  yet  discontinued  with  the  figures  obtained  in  the  ex-"oension 
studies  for  length  of  memberships  which  had  been  discontinued  shows  a  great 
similarity  in  the  percentage  distribution  of  members  in  the  different  year 
groups.   It  will  be  noted  that  there  is  a  slight  drop  from  year  to  year  in  the 
percentages  in  the  1-year  group.   This  trend  is  also  seen  to  some  extent  in  the 
2-year  group.   The  compensating  gain  is  found  in  the  3-,  4-,  5-,  6-,  and  over- 
6-year  groupr.  When  the  actual  number  of  years  of  participation  in  club  work 
is  computed  for  the  boys  and  girls  who  discontinued  the  work  during  the  period 
1931-34,  further  evidence  is  obtained  in  support  of  the  trend  toward  a  longer 
tmure  of  club  membership.  The  figures  reported  by  the  county  extension  agents 
show  that  the  average  tenure  of  membership  for  the  boys  who  dropped  out  of  club 
work  during  th^e  4  years  1931  to  1934  was  2.2,  2,2,  2.4,  and  2.5  years  respective 
ly»   For  the  girls  the  averages  were  2.0,  '2.1,  2.2,  and  2.4  years,  and  for  both 
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Years  of                                                         n^    -,  ^ 
mem.bership— -    i    2     3     4     5      6     7    8     9     10    11 

Percentage  who  continued  for  numb  :-r  of  years  specified 

Boys —   52.8   27.4   10.3  4.9    2.4    0.7   0.3    1.0   0.1   0.1 

Girls 51.5   23.7   15.4  5.6    1.7    0.4  0.6  "   0.8   0.1   0.1    0.1 
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boys  and  girls  2.1,  2.1,  £.3,  and  2.4  years.   The  average  length  of  membership 
for  all  boys  and  girls  discontinuing  club  v/ork  during  the  4-year  period  was  2.2 
years.  .  .    , 

These  data  indicate  that  the  efforts  in  recent  years  of  State  4-H  club 
supervisors  to  extend  the  length  of  tim,e  boys  and  girls  remain  in  club  work  have 
been  meeting  with  success.  M 

Table  5. —  Duration  of 'membership  of  former  4-H  club  members  from  whom 

information; was  obtained  in  field  studies  compared' wi th  that  of 
members  enrolled  in  1950-34  as  reported  by  county  extension  agents 


Number  of  boys  and  girls 


Years  of  membership  and  percentage 
of  boys  and  girls  in  each  group 


4 


6  and 

over 


Field  studies 
Former  4-H  members 


'-Boys 
Girls 


892 
765 


52.8 
51.5 


Annual  reports   county   extension  agents 

~(Eoys      ~295,639 


4-H  club  members 
in   1930* 

4-H  club  members 
in  1931* 

4-H  club  members 
in  1932* 

4-H  club  members 
in   1933*. 

4-H  club  members 
in   1934* 


Girls   -  439,215 


(Boys 
(Girls 

(Boys  - 
(Girls 

i     ■  •   '■ 

(Boys 
(Girls 

(Boys 
(Girls 


329,371 
497,647 

349,879 
515,147 

354,215 
512,170 

356,403 
535,509 


47,,  0 
49.8 

44.7 
47.4 

41.8 
44.2 

39.8 
42.2 

41.4 
43.4 


27.4 
23.7 


,25.9 
25.0 

26.3 
25.8 

25.3 
26.0 

24,6 
25.5 

23.2 
23.9 


10.3 
15.4 


4.9 
5.6 


2.4 
1.7 


2.2 
2.1 


14.2 
13.1 

14.9 
14.0 

15.8 
15.1 


16, 
15, 


15.1 
15.1 


7.5 
7.2 

7.7 
7.3 

9.0 
8.2 

9.9 
9.0 

9.8 

9.0 


3.3 
3.1 

3.7 
3.3 

4.5 
3.9 

5.3 
4.5 

5.7 

4.9 


2.1 
1.8 

2.7 
2.2 


3.6  H 
2.6 


4.2 
3.2 

4.8 
3.7 


*  Only  those  for  whom  length  of  membership  was  reported  are  included. 

Relationship  of  Other  Factors  to  Enrollment  in  4-H  club  work 

In  connection  with  the  general  field  studies  of  extension  work  in  agricul- 
ture and  home  econom.ics  certain  information  of  an  economic  and  sociologic  nature 
pertaining  to  the  farm  and  home  was  obtained.  An  effort  is  made  here  to  show  what 
relationship  such  factors  in  the  background  of  the  boys  and  girls  have  to  4-H  clut 
enrollment. 

Land  tenure 


H 


Very  nearly  as  many  boys  and  girls  of  tenant  farm.ers  seemingly  were  reached 
by  club  work  as  those  of  owner-operators.  The  percentage  of  boys  and  girls  10  t 
20  in  the  owner-operator  group  who  were  ever  in  club  work  was  25.4,  and  of  those 
in  the  tenant  group  21.6  (table  7).   Out  of  the  5,062  farms  with  children  of  club 
age  36  percent  of  the  owner-operators  had  been  represented  in  club  work  compared 
with  32  percent  of  the  tenant  group.  The  proportion  of  farms  in  the  owner  and 
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tenant  groups  with  boys  and  girls  10  to  20  years  of  age  v:h0  had  never  been  in 
club  work  was  also  about  the  same,  81  percent  and  86  percent  respectively.   Al- 
though about,  one-third  of  all  the  farms  with  children  of  club  age  had  been  re- 
presented in  club  v;ork,  about  four-fifths  had  children  of  club  age  who  had  never 
been  in  club  work. 

Tab  1  e  7 .  —  Relat  i_ons h_i n   of  land  _te];uire__t t^__4-H_ club  memb ership  - 
10, 940  boys  and  girls  10  to  20  years  of  age;  15  areas 


Land  tenure 


Farms 
with  boys 
and  girls 
10  to  20 


Percent- 
age of 
boys  and 
girls 
10  to  20 


Percentage  of  ! 
farms  with  boys  ' 
and  girls  10  to  20  j 
Ever  in  ! Never  in  I 


club 
V'jork 


club 
work 


Percentage 

of  boys 
and  girls 
10  to  20 
ever  in 
club  work 


Owner. , 
Tenant, 


3,^)36 
1,526 


68  ..2 
31,8 


35.0 
31.9 


81.0 
85  o  6 


25.4 
21.6 


Size  of  farm 

The  size  of  the  farm  apparently  .is  not  an  iimortant  factor  in  the  prob- 
ability of  4~H  club  enrollment.   Only  a  slightly  higher  percentage  of  the  boys 
and  girls  on  the  large  farms  than  of  those  on  the  medium  or  small  farms  v/ere 
club  members  (table  8) .  The  greatest  difference  in  any  of  the  comparisons  made 
under  the  size  of  farm  factor  is  seen  under  the  percentage  of  farms  with  club 
members  in  the  small  and  large  farm  groups.   The  fact  that  the  trend  for  the 
medium-'si  zed  groups  is  inconsistent  vj-ith  that  for  the  extremes  in  size  in  the 
case  of  percentage  of  farms  with  boys  and  girls  who  were  never  in  club  vrork  and 
percentage  of  boys  and  girls  who  were  ever  in  club,  work  seems  to  be  further 
evidence  that  the  size  of  the  farm  has  no  particular  relationship  to  club  en- 
rollment. 

Tab ]. e  8 .  — I. Relati oji s hip  of  s ize_  of  farm  to  4-H_G_lub_  membership  - 
10,712  boys  and  girls  10  to  20  years  of  age ; 16  areas 


Size  of  farm 

Farms 
with  boys 
and  girls 
10  to  20 

Percent- 
age of 
boys  and 

girls 
10  to  20 

-  Percentage  of 
farms  vjith  boys 
and  girls  10  to  20 

•  Percentage 
of  boys 
and  girls 

Ever  in  j  Never  in 
club     club 
work     work 

10  to  20 
ever  in 
club  tArork 

Small 

1,453 
1,775 
1,707 

27.0 
35.7 
37.3 

i 
31.9    1    83.1 

23.6 

Medium.  .  , 

Large „  .  .  . 

32.5 
37.4 

83.9 
82.3 

22.8 
26.2 
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Education  of  parents. 

Education  of  parents  sesrds   to  have  a.  close  relationship  to  4-H  club  mem- 
bership.  Information  obtained  from  1,299  farms  with  2,820  boys  and  girls  be- 
tween 10  and  20  years  of  age  shovi^s  that  54  percent  of  the  group  of  farms  where 
both  parents  had  received  some  college  training  were  represented  in  4-H  club 
work  as  compared  with  43  percent  of  the  group  r,rhere  both  parents  had  had  only 
high-school  .training,  and  33  percent  of  the  group  v/here  both  parents  had  at- 
tended common  school  only  (table  9) .  About  the  same  trend  for  the  three  groups 
was  found  in  inverse  ratio  for  the  farms  i"ith  boys  and  girls  of  club  age  who 
were  never  in  club  vjork.   The  ratio  of  boys  and  girls  who  xvere  ever  in  club  v/ork 
was  4-3-2  for  the  both-collsge,  both-high-school,  and  both-common-school  groups, 
respectively.   The  bulk,  of  the  club  problemi,  as  far  as  the  education  of  parents 
is  concerned,  is  clearly  vrith  the  throe-fourths  of  the  boys  and  girls  whose 
parents  received  no  form.al  education  beyond  the  cominon  school. 

Table  S.--  Relationship  of  educaticn  of  parents  to  4-H  club  membership  - 
2,820  boys  and  girls  IC  to  20  years  of  age; -  6  areas- 


Education  of  parents 


2  arms 
with 
boys  and 
girls 
o  20 


!  10 


Percent-  :   Percentage  of 

age  of  i  farms  vvith  boys 
boys  and  i  and  girls  10  to20 
girls  I  Ever  in  j  Never  inl 
10  to  20  I   club  j   club 
work  i   work 


Percentage 

of  boys 
and  girls 
10  to  20 
e\'"er  in 
club  work 


Both  college .  , 

One  college,  other  less..= 
Both  high  school. ..,.=.... 
One  high  school, other  less 
Both  comnon  school «  .  . 


Membership  in  farm  or  hone  organizations 

Sixty-txTO  percent  m-ore  of  the  boys  and  .^7;irls  of  club  age  x?hose  parents 
were  members  of  one  or  more  farm  or  home  organizations  were  in  club  work  than 
was  the  case  where  the  parents  had  never  aff  j.liated  with  any  such  organizations 
(table  10)  .   The  number  of  farms  in  the  crganization-raemiber  group  represented 
in  club  work  was  also  48  percent  higher  than  the  nonmemiber  group,  although  the 
difference  in  the  percentage  of  farms  with  boys  and  girls  of  club  age  v;ho  were 
never  in  club  work  vras  not  great  for  the  member  and  nonmember  groups.  Eighty- 
one  percent  of  the  farms  in  the  farm  or  hom^e  organization  member  group  had 
children  10  to  2Q  years  of  age  v'ho  had  never  been  in  club  work  contrasted  v^/ith 
88  percent  of  the  nonmember  group.   Out  of  the  4,710  farm.s  with  children  of  club 
age  at  the  time  of  the  interviev;,  57  percent  had  held  mesibership  in  some  farm 
or  homie  organization,  whereas  only  33  percent  had  been  represented  in  club  work. 


f 
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Table  10. —  Relationship  of  raeiabership  in  farm  or  home  organizations  to  4-H 

club  membership  -  10,265  boys  and  girls  10  to  20  years  of  age ; 15  areas 


■  Farms 

Percent- 

. Percentage  of 

Percientage 

•  -  ■ .   . .   ■  ^ 

with" 

■age' of  ■ 

farms  with,  boys 

of  boys 

Item 

'boys  and 
girls 

boys  and 
girls 

and  girls  10  to2G 

and  girls 

Ever  in  'Never  in 

10  to  20  ■  ■   .' 

10  to' 20 

10  to  20 

club  • 

c  lub 

'  ever  in 

work. 

vjork 

club  work 

Membership  in  farm  or  home 

organizations-.  .  .  ■. : 

■  2.,  681 

56.5 

38.0 

81.4  ■ 

27.8 

No' 'membership  in'farm  or 

,. 

■ 

home  organizations.."..,-. 

2,029 

■  43 . 5 

25.6 

87.5 

17.1  ' 

Membership  in  farm  or  home  b_ureau      "  '     .   ■     ' 

T^Arenty-siz  percent  of  the  boys  and  girls  whose  parents  were  members  of 
the  farm  or  home  bureau  had  been  reached  by  club  vrork  compared  with  13  percent 
of  those  vj-hose  parents  had  not  been  members  of  either  of  these  organizations. 
The  ratio  of  farm  hom.es  with  boys  and' girls  of  club  age  in  the  farm-  or  home- 
bureau  membership  and  the  nonfarm-  or  hom.e-bureau  m.ember£hip  groups  which  had 
been  represented  in  club  v^ork  was  also  about  2  to  1.  Eighty- two  percent  of  the 
farm-  or  home-bureau  members  had  some  boys  and  girls  of  club  age  who  had  never 
been  enrolled  in  club  work,  compared  xAfith  91  percent  of  the  nonfarm-  or  home- 
bureau  members.  A  total,  of  1,843  farm  hbm.es  with  boys  and  girls  from  10  to  20 
years  of  age  were   visited  in  five  areas  where  the  farm  and  home  bureaus  were 
the  official  organizations  through  which  extension  work  was  conducted.   It  was 
found  that  62  percent  of  these  farms  had  been  affiliated  with  either  the-  farm 
or  home  bureau  whereas  only  29  percent  had  been  represented  in  4-?I  club  work. 

Table  11.--  Relationship  of  mem.b'ership  in  favTii   or  home  bureau  to  membership  in 
4-H  cliib  work  -  3,755  boys  and  girls  10  to  20  years  of  age;  5  areas 


• 


Item 

Farms 

with 
boys'  and 

girls 
10  to  20 

Percent- 
age of 

boys  and 
girls 

10  to  20 

Percent sge  of 
farms  with  boys 
and  girls  10  to2C 

Percentage 

of  boys  ■ 
and  girls 

Svex"  in 
club 
work 

Never  ir 
club 

work 

10  to  20 

ever   in 
club  work 

Membership  in  farm  or  home 
bureau. ................. 

1148 

62.3 

34.8 

82.1 

26.0 

No  membership  in  farm,  or 
home  bureau ............. 

6S5 

37.7 

18.8    90.8 

1 
1 

13.0 
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Reasons  for  Discontinuing  4-H  Membership 
and  Age  Wlx-en  Discontinued 

No  predominating  reason  was  given  by  former  4-H  club  members  for  the  dis- 
continuance of  club  -membership.   The  large  variety  of  answers  received  to  this 
q.uestion  are  summarized  in  table  12,:  together  with  the  age  at  which  the  member- 
ship was  withdrawn,'  Care  was  taken  not  to  obscure  the  meaning  of  this  infoima- 
tion  for  the  sake  of  conciseness.   The  reasons  which  seem  to  be  of  a  kindred 
nature  are  listed  together. "  This  information  was  obtained  from  844  former  club 
members  in  13  areas-. 

That  there  was  no  club  available  was  the  reason  given  more  often  than 
any  other  by  both  boys  and  girls  for, not  continuing  club  work.  A.  small  number 
also  discontinued  because  there  was  no  leader, '  These  two  reasons  together  were 
reported  by  11  percent  of  the  boysand  16  percent  of  the  girls. 

Ten  percent  of  the  boys  and  5' percent 'Of  the  girls  left  club  work  because 
they  thought  they  were  too  old  or  had  outgrown  the  work.   The  average  age  at  the 
time  of  withdrawal  for  this  reason  was  18  years  for  both  boys  and  girls.  An 
additional  4  percent  of  the  boys  and  2  percent  of  the  girls  discontinued  because 
they  had  finished  their  projects. 

About  9  percent  each  of  the  boys  and  girls  ,fa:iled  to  continue  their  club 
work  because  of  lack  of  interest.-  The  average  age  in  both  cases  was  14  years, 
A  small  percentage  of  the  boys  and  girls  disliked  the  work  too  much  to  continue 
it.   Indifference  or  opposition 'to  the  work  on  the  part  of  parents  was  negligible, 

Lack  of  time,  and  farm  and  home  duties  were, reasons  given  by  slightly 
more  than  7  percent  each  of  the  boys  and  girls.  A  fairly  good  distribution  in 
number  of  members  reporting  these  reasons  is  seen  throughout  the  range  of  ages; 
however,  the  average  is  at  about  14. 

■Removal  of  the  family  to  a  new  community  terminated  the  club  work  of  5 
percent  of  the  boys  and  11  percent  of  the  girls. 

More  than  twice  as  many  girls  went  away  to- school  and  left  club  work  for 
that  reason  than  was  true  of  the  boys.  A  small  additional  number  of  members 
gave  up  club  work  vjhen  they  entered  high  school  or  found  that  club  work  inter- 
fered with  their  school  work  or  was  a  duplication  of  it.  Discontinuation  of 
attendance  at  school  terminated  the  club  membership  of  6  percent  of  the  boys 
at  an  average  age  of  15.  Nearly  as  many  girls  dropped  out  of  club  work  for  the 
same  reason,  but  at  a  slightly  earlier  age.    ; 

Eight  percent  of  the  boys  left  club  work: to  go  to  work  at  an  average  age 
of  15.  Four  percent  of  the  girls  left  club  work  to  go  to  work  at  an  average 
age  of  17*6  years.  , 
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Only  2  .percent  of  the  boys  discontinued  cluti  work  because  they  found  it 
unprofitable  financially  or  because  they  could  not  afford  it.   The  average  age 
of  those  boys  was  15  years.  Four  percent  of  the  boys  reported  that  they  were 
unable  to  get  the  stock  or  material  needed.  These  factors  did  not  appreciably 
affect  the  enrollment  of  the  girls. 

Only  5.5  percent  of  the  total  number  of  former  club  members  dropoed  out 
of  club  work  for  reasons  which  might  be  construed  as  objections  of  any  kind  to 
the  leadership  or  policy  of  club  work.  Dissatisfaction  with  leader,  indifference 
of  agent,  and  dissatisfaction  concerning  exhibits  and  prizes  were  the  principal 
reasons  of  this  nature  given.  About  2  percent  each  of  boys  and  girls  discon- 
tinued their  membership  due  to  dissatisfaction  concerning  exhibits  and  prizes. 
The  average  age  of  those  who  discontinued  because  of  dissatisfaction  concerning 
exhibits  and  prizes  vras  about  16  years. 

Matrimony  vms   the  reason  given  for  discontinuation  of  club  membership  by 
2  percent  of  the  boys  and  9  percent  of  the  girls. 

The  problem  of  transportation  kept  3  percent  of  the  total  number  of  boys 
and  girls  from  continuing  their  club  work. 

Six  percent  of  the  boys  dropped  out  because  of  unfavorable  complications 
in  their  projects  or  because  the  stock  or  crop  actually  died.  Because  of  the 
different  nature  of  projects  in  which  girls  enroll,  this  factor  did  not  affect 
them  to  any  great  extent. 

Ill  health  prevented  the  renewal  of  club  Fiemberships  of  3  percent  of  the 
girls  and  less  than  one-half  of  1  percent  of  the  boys. 
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Five  and  one-half  million  boys  and  girls  have  been  members  of  4-H  clubs 
since  the  passage  of  the  Smith-Lever  Act  in  1914, 

The  average  age  of  both  boys  and  girls  enrolled  in  club  work  was  found 
to  be  between  13  and  14  years. 

One-fourth  of  all  boys  and  girls  betxveen  the  ages  of  10  and  20  on  the 
farms  visited  were  members  of  club  work  at  the  time  the  studies  were  made  or  had 
been  members  at  some  previous  time.   Of  those  at  the  ages  of  12  to  17  inclusive, 
each  age  group  totaled  m^ore  than  25  percent  of  their  number  in  club  work  at  some 
t  ime . 

More  girls  entered  club  vjork  at  the  age  of  11  than  at  any  other  time. 
The  highest  enrollment  for  the  boys  occurred  at  the  ages  of  12,  13,  and  14.   The 
rate  of  enrollment  was  practically  the  same  for  each  of  the  3  years.   Each  suc- 
ceeding year  after  11  shows  a  decline  in  enrollment  of  girls,  and  each  succeeding 
year  after  14  shows  a  corresponding  decline  in  enrollment  of  boys.  The  average 
entrance  age  was  12.7  for  the  girls  and  13.0  for  the  boys.  About  40  percent    / 
each  of  the  boys  and  girls  in  club  v/ork  entered  during  the  3-year  period  from 
12  to  14.  Thirty-seven  percent  of  the  girls  and  32  percent  of  the  boys  entered 
before  12  years  of  age  and  23  percent  of  the  girls  and  28  percent  of  the  boys 
entered  after  14  years  of  age, 
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Club  members  who  were  enr-.'^lled  at  the  earlier  ages  remained  in  the  work 
longer  than  did  those  who  were  enrolled  at  the  later  ages.   The  boys  who  entered 
at  16  or  under  remained  for  an  average  of  1.9  years,  whereas  those  who  entered 
at  17  or  over  remained  for  1.5  years.   The  girls  who  entered  at  15  or  under  re- 
mained for  an  average  of  2.0  years;  those  who  entered  at  17  or  over  remained 
for  1.7  years.   The  average  length  of  membership  'was  1.9  years  for  both  boys 
and  girls.   Slightly  more  than  one-half  of  the  form.er  mem.bers  were  enrolled  for 
1  year  only.   About  one-fourth  were  enrolled  for  2  years  only.   Less  than  10 
percent  of  either  the  boys  or  girls  remained  in  club  work  longer  than  3  years. 

Data  from  annual  reports  of  extension  workers  indicate  that  boys  and 
girls  tend  to  remain  in  4-H  club  work  longer  than  formierly.   The  average  length 
of  membership  of  boys  and  girls  who  discontinued  their  membership  increased 
from  2.1  years  in  1931  to  2.4  years  in  1934.  The  average  length  of  membership 
for  all  those  dropping  out  of  club  work  during  the  4-year  period  was  2.2  years. 

Up  to  the  age  of  14  the  rate  of  enrollments  for  the  boys  exceeded  the 
rate  of  withdrawals.   After  that  age  the  reverse  xvas  true  in  about  the  same 
proportion.   The  high  point  of  withdrawals  occurred  at  the  ages  of  15  and  16, 
with  the  high  point  of  entrance  at  14.  For  the  girls  the  rate  of  enrollments 
exceeded  the  rate  of  v/ithdrawals  u'p  to  the  age  of  13.   This  turning  point  came 
about  a  year  earlier  for  the  girls  than  it  did  for  the  boys;  however,  the  rate 
of  decline  in  enrollments  for  the  3-year  perioi  following  the  peak  was  not  so 
great  as  was  true  for  the  boys. 

The  factors  of  land  tenure  and  size  of  farm  do  not  seem  to  have  an 
important  bearing  on  club  enrollment.   The  factors  of  education  of  parents 
and  m.embership  in  farm  and  home  organizations  do,  however,  appear  to  have  a 
close  relationship  to  club  enrollment. 

No  predominating  reason  for  the  discontinuance  of  club  membership  was 
found.   That  there  was  no  club  available  or  that  there  was  no  leader  for  the 
club  constituted  the  reason  given  more  often  than  any  other  for  not  continu- 
ing club  work.  Next  in  order  in  the  number  of  times  reported  v\ras  that  the 
members  were  too  old,  had  outgrown  the  work,  or  had  finished  the  project. 
Lack  of  interest  and  dislike  for  the  work  on  the  part  of  the  club  member  was 
found  to  be  the  reason  next  in  importance.   Insufficient  time  and  too  many 
farm  or  home  duties,  removal  of  the  family  to  a  new  community,  absence  from 
hom^e  to  attend  school,  necessity  for  remunerative  employment,  objection  to 
leadership  or  policy  of  the  club  organization,  discontinuation  of  attendance 
at  school,  and  matrimony,  were  the  other  reasons  given  most  frequently  for 
termination  of  club  membership. 
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